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INTRODUCTION 

The Psychological and Counseling Services program consists of two degree tracks in both counselor education 
and psychological services (See Figure 1). The counselor education track consists of two majors: Career 
Counseling and Clinical Mental Health Counseling. The actual name of the MS/EdS degree is Counseling and 
Human Systems. The Career Counseling and Clinical Mental Health Counseling MS/Ed.S. majors at Florida 
State University reflect a practitioner-oriented model and the professional experience and research interests of 
the faculty within the context of the College of Education's mission. Faculty members in the Psychological 
and Counseling Services Program have work experience and research interests related to the provision of: ( 1) 
career counseling services for adolescents in school settings and adults in postsecondary/higher education and 
related organizational settings, and (2) mental health counseling of children and adolescents in community and 
school settings, and adults in community, agency, and educational settings. 

MISSION AND OBJECTIVES 

The Counselor Education degree program's mission is to provide high quality training that reflects current 
research and prepare professional counselors for positions in public and private settings within a multicultural 
and pluralistic world. The curriculum for MS/Ed.S. counseling majors will lead to eligibility for certification 
and licensure as professional counselors. Professional counselors promote the social, psychological, physical, 
and spiritual health of individuals, families, communities, and organizations. The PCS Counselor Education 
program provides students with the opportunity to obtain a wealth of common core generalist counselor 
knowledge, while specializing in Career Counseling or Clinical Mental health counseling. The mission is 
achieved through the following objectives, which are based on input from faculty, students, alumni, supervisors 
and employers: 

A. To provide a quality education to persons pursuing Master of Science/Education Specialist degrees in
Counselor Education, while specializing in Career Counseling or Clinical Mental Health Counseling.

B. To provide Master's/Ed.S.-level graduate students with quality clinical training and understanding of
professional issues in the areas of career counseling, clinical mental health counseling, general
counseling, and case management.

C. To prepare Master's/Ed.S.-level graduate students with knowledge and skills in providing effective
individual and group counseling in a multitude of settings.

D. To provide students with skill and knowledge in conducting needs assessment and research in the field
of counseling.

E. To prepare Master's/Ed.S.-level graduate students with knowledge and skill in effectively addressing
issues aJ}d concerns related to diverse populations.

F. To provide skill and knowledge in the application of ethical and legal principles in the practice of
counseling.

The counselor education program evaluates our achievement of these efforts through the use of our 
Comprehensive Assessment Plan, available on the Counselor Education webpage: https://education.fsu.edu/wp­
content/uploads/2015/05/CAP .pdf. 

The counselor education majors also relate to the College of Education mission statement, which is "to extend 
the frontiers of knowledge relevant to individual learning and social progress in diverse societies by carrying 
out innovative and rigorous research into areas of educational inquiry. Notably the College applies that 
knowledge through the study and development of effective policies and the education of future teachers, sport 
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administrators, educational leaders, policy-makers and scholars at the local, state, national and international 
levels." We note that extending the frontiers of knowledge within a pluralistic society includes addressing 
present and projected counseling and human development needs. This mission is achieved through the following 
efforts: 

1. Creating and sustaining a culture of academic freedom, intellectual curiosity, unfettered
communication and academic rigor as well as the institutional support necessary to support cutting
edge research in all areas of education. Human services specialists include career and clinical
mental health counselors. Each academic offering has been designed to meet current accreditation
standards and all faculty are actively engaged in research. The Career Counseling and Clinical
Mental Health Counseling majors are currently accredited by the Council for Accreditation of
Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP, www.cacrep.org).

2. Sharing its knowledge and skill with the local, state, national and international community by
supporting research relevant to the application of new knowledge to educational problems. Our
students are encouraged to participate with faculty in the creation and dissemination of knowledge
through research, publications and presentations locally, nationally and internationally .

. 
. 

2. Provides for the educational future of the communities it serves through high quality instruction of
prospective teachers, education leaders, policy-makers and scholars. Our courses meet current
accreditation standards and reflect the most recent research.

3. Promotes a strong sense of community and collaboration both within the College and between the
College and the communities it serves. Our students are engaged with local schools, centers and
agencies as a required component of their training.

In view of the professional experience and research interests of the faculty, and the College of Education's 
mission, students completing the Career Counseling or Clinical Mental Health Counseling M.S./Ed.S. 
degrees are expected to concentrate their efforts in one or more of the following areas: 

1. Career Counseling for adolescents and adults in school or postsecondary/higher education
settings, or for adults in organizational settings where education and training is a principal
component of human resource development.

2. Clinical Mental Health Counseling for children and adolescents in community and school
settings where education is a principal component in delivering services, and for adults in
community and educational settings where psycho-educational processes and lifelong learning are
emphasized.

Students who graduate with an M.S./Ed.S. degree from the Psychological and Counseling Services (PCS) 
Program are expected to develop competencies that will allow them to obtain positions as licensed or 
certified practicing counselors. The faculty encourage M.S./Ed.S. applications from individuals who have 
career goals that are congruent with the College of Education's mission. Applicants' personal goal statements 
should indicate clearly how their interests relate to one or more of the major areas described above. 

DEGREES OFFERED 

The College of Education offers the following degrees within counseling: 

Master of Science (M.S.) and Specialist in Education <Ed.S.) degrees in Counseling and Human Systems 



with majors in: Career Counseling and Clinical Mental Health Counseling. �: These degrees require a 
combined M.S./Ed.S. program of study. A figure depicting all of the degrees and majors offered in the 

Psychological and Counseling Services (PCS) Program is presented in Figure I: 

figure J: Degrees & Major 

Psychological and 
Counseling Services 

I 

Counselor Education Psychological Services 

I I I I 

Combine 
Mental Health 

Counseling Career Counseling School Psycholosy Psycholo 
d Counseling 

SY and School 
logy Ph.D. Psycho 

LENGTH OF STUDY 
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The Career Counseling and Clinical Mental Health Counseling degrees can typically be completed in five 
semesters of full-time study (Fall l ,  Spring l, Summer I, Fall 2, and Spring 2 for completing coursework and 
internship). Individual student circumstances may result in longer periods of study. 

ADMISSION 

Timeline for Admission 

MS/EdS students are admitted for the Fall semester only. Reviews of clinical mental health applicant folders 
generally begin following the December I application deadline. Career counseling application deadline is April 
I; some program coordinators may choose to review folders as soon as the folder is complete. Candidates are 
usually notified within 3 weeks following an admissions decision. 

Requirements 

I. A bachelor's degree in Education, Psychology, Sociology, Social Work, Family and Child Sciences,

Rehabilitation Services or related discipline from an accredited college or university is preferred, but
applicants from other major areas will be considered. Admitted students who do not have the required
prerequisites will be expected to make up these deficiencies early in their programs.

2. Satisfactory prior academic record, as reflected by official transcripts of all previous college work.
Candidates will be considered if they meet the minimum requirements established by the Florida
Board of Governors for graduate admissions.

3. Completion of the Graduate Record Examination (GRE). that meets the target scores as outlined on the



website: https://education.fsu.edu/degrees-and-programs/mental-health-counseling 
or https://education.fsu.edu/degrees-and-programs/career-counseling. 

6 

4. Although not required, applicants who have completed courses in general psychology, human services,
and or related areas, and who have some full-time, part-time, or volunteer experience in counseling,
education, or related social services fields, will be given preference in the application process.

Program applicants should be aware that some of the practicum and internship sites where students are placed 
may request a background check and fingerprinting. If applicants have situations in their personal history that 
may present an obstacle to their successful completion of the program, they should discuss this with the 
respective program coordinator for their major area, prior to completing their application. 

Application Procedure 

Applicants interested in the Mental Health Counseling M.S/Ed.S. program must complete an online application 
through the Florida State University's College of Education (COE) webpage: https://education.fsu.edu/degrees­
and-programs/mental-health-counseling. Applicants who wish to apply to the Career Counseling MS/Ed.S 
program must submit applications through the COE webpage at https://education.fsu.edu/degrees-and­
programs/career-counseling. Both programs only admit students in the fall. Complete information regarding 
admission deadline, material submissions, degree requirements, scholarship and aid, and career opportunities, 
are also outlined on the sites. 

To start a new application, visit the desired program webpage (above), and click on Application Deadlines. 
Choose Apply Now or Apply Now - International Students. The link will take you to the OFFICE OF 
ADMISSIONS webpage; click the Apply Now! button to begin your application or Check Application Status 
for updates. 

Re-admission applicants previously enrolled at Florida State University as graduate students who are absent for 
two or more semesters and are not approved for a Leave of Absence must meet the same Mental Health 
Counseling or Career Counseling fall deadline as new applicants. For re-admission, please click on Application 
Deadlines and choose Apply Now https://education.fsu.edu/degrees-and-programs/school-psychology. Scroll 
down the OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS webpage and click Apply Online under Quick Links. Select the option 
for READMISSIONS under Application Type. Do not click on the active buttons at the top of the page; these 
tabs will not provide you with the necessary "Readmissions" tab. 

Once an application is complete, all material is available for faculty review. The applicant is responsible for 
regularly checking the email provided on the application for further updates, application questions or concerns, 
and interview dates. The EPLS department informs candidates regarding admissions decisions. 

1. Applicants must submit the following:
a. An official transcript from each college or university attended; these must be submitted to the

Graduate Admissions Office following the online procedures. International students must submit
transcripts in their native language accompanied by a certified English translation.

b. Official test scores for the Graduate Record Exam (GRE) sent directly from the testing agency to
the University.

c. International students whose first language is not English must submit the TOEFL. Test scores are
considered official when they are sent directly from the testing agency to the University. A
minimum score of 80 on the internet-based or 550 on the paper-based exam is required.

2. Prospective students who would like to discuss the program in gi_:eater detail are encouraged to contact the
program coordinator for the major area (career: http://eclucation.fsu.edu/degrees-and-pror-rms/career­
counseling; clinical mental health: http://education.fsu.edu/degrees-and-programs/menta -health­
counseling) to which they are applying.
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3. No assistantships or fellowships are offered until a student has been officially admitted to a graduate
program. Applications for financial aid may be addressed to the Office of Financial Aid, Room 2466,
University Center, Tallahassee, FL 32306-1023; telephone (850) 644-0539, http://financialaid.fsu.edu/.
Please see the section below for additional information on financial aid.

Number of Students Admitted 

Each year, up to 24 MS/Ed.S. students are accepted for admission into the program. Individuals applying to 
the career counseling or clinical mental health counseling programs must have earned a minimum 3.0 grade 
point average (on a 4.0 grading scale) in all work attempted while registered as an upper-division student 
working toward a bachelor's degree. In addition, GRE scores are required as part of the admissions 
process. 

Diversity Policy 

The Florida State University is committed to a policy of non-discrimination for any member of the 
University's community on the basis of age, career experience, color, communication style, culture, 
disability, educational level or background, employee status, family status, function, gender, gender 
expression, gender identity, language, management style, marital status, national origin, organizational level, 
parental status, physical appearance, race, regional origin, religion, thinking style, speed of learning, 
comprehension, or sexual orientation. This policy applies to faculty, staff, students, visitors, applicants, and 
contractors in a manner consistent with applicable federal and state laws, regulations, ordinances, orders and 
rules, and the University's policies, procedures, and processes. 

The Florida State University encourages the enrollment of students with disabilities and recognizes their 
special needs. The Student Disability Resource Center (SDRC), the main advocate for students with 
disabilities, monitors environmental, social, and academic conditions affecting students with disabilities and 
the reasonable accommodation process. Assistance in registration and housing is also available through this 
office. More information on the SDRC can be found at http://dos.fsu.edu/sdrc/. For more information on FSU 
diversity policies, visit: http://diversity.fsu.edu/. 

Degree Program Planning for MS/Ed.S Students 

The General and Graduate University Bulletins are available on the FSU Web site: 
(http://registrar.fsu.edu/bulletin/). Applicants are responsible for reading carefully those sections covering all 
graduate programs and the special regulations for graduate majors in education. Consult with your 
advisor/major professor to obtain information about department policies and requirements, and follow the 
directions for planning your degree program. If you have any questions regarding this information, contact the 
College of Education (COE) Co-Director for Graduate Studies, Lisa Beverly, at lbeverly@fsu.edu or the Office 
of Academic Services and Intern Support (OASIS) at (850) 644 - 3760. 

Deadline dates are online at https:// education. fsu.edu/student-resources/student-academic-services-oasis/for­
graduate-students and on the Registrar's calendar: https://registrar.fsu.edu/calendar/. You are advised to check 
the OASIS and Registrar's Office websites frequently as deadlines and dates are subject to change. It must be 
emphasized that preparing and following a correctly planned degree program is the responsibility of each 
graduate student. The major professor, committee members, and staff are eager to give all assistance possible, 
but the responsibility rests with the student. 

Speak Test 

The SPEAK test is administered by the Center for Intensive English Studies to international students who have 
been appointed or will be appointed as teaching assistants in an academic department at Florida State 
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University. If your native lan�age is not English and y�u are going to be a TA, you should take the SPEAK 
test when you arrive at FSU. If you have scored 26 or hi!$er on the speaking part of the IBTOEFL, you do not 
have to take SPEAK: https://cies.fsu.edu/programs/english-academic-pwposes/speak-exam-infonnation. 

Financial Aid 

General Information 

Florida State University recognizes the high cost of education today and makes every effort to offer financial 
assistance through a variety of programs to qualified graduate students. In addition to providing funds on the 
basis of demonstrated financial need in the form of grants, work study awards, and loans, the University offers 
scholarships to r�ognize and reward talent, academic achievement, and meritorious performance. Graduate 
students may apply for long-term loans and college work-study. Graduate fellowships and assistantships are 
awarded through the Graduate School (www.gradschool.fsu.edu/Funding-Awards) and the respective academic 
and selected university departments. Students should apply for these awards well in advance of the semester in 
which they seek to enroll. 

The FSU Office of Financial Aid is committed to guiding students through the process of applying for 
financial aid. Help in completing financial.aid forms is.available from professional financial aid counselors 
located in the University Center, Building A, Room 4400. Assistance is also available by calling the Express 
Telephone System (ET) from 8:00 a.m. through 6:00 p.m. at (850) 644-0539. (Hours of operation are Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) The Information Center is open Monday through Friday from 
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Telephone counseling is available Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Once an application for admission has been submitted, students may monitor their financial aid status by 
visiting http://financialaid.fsu.edu. This site will also provide information on any outstanding documents 
required to complete the financial aid file. Upon admission and completion of the financial aid file, a student's 
financial aid award is also found on this site. 

Graduate students may apply for federal loans and federal work-study by completing the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (F AFSA) at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Graduate fellowships and assistantships are awarded 
through the Graduate School and selected university departments. More information on College of Education 
scholarships and aid can be found at: http://education.fsu.edu/student-resources/scholarships-and-aid. 

Other financial aid is available in several forms, including special fellowships for minority students. The 
amount available varies each year. By April 15th of each year, all offers of financial assistance are binding on 
both the applicant and the institution, in accordance with the resolution approved by the Council of Graduate 
Schools , http://cgsnet.org/ckfinder/userfiles/files/CGSResolution May2016.pdf . 

Fellowships 

The University offers a variety of fellowships. Some require duties and some do not. Students should check 
with their graduate department for awards available in their discipline. Students must apply directly to their 
academic department. More information can be found at: http://education.fsu.edu/student­
resources/scholarships-and-aid. and on the Graduate School Web site: http://gradschool.fsu.edu. 

Assistantships 
Graduate assistants are selected by academic and related campus departments for duties connected with 
instruction, research, and student services, which are of mutual benefit to the University and the student. 
Only students with full-time graduate student status are eligible for graduate assistantships. Special and 
provisional students are ineligible. 
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Students are encouraged to apply to campus departments related to their areas of interest, e.g., Career Center, 
Dean of Students, etc. Stipends may vary depending on the amount of service rendered, the nature of the 
service, and the student's qualifications. Graduate assistantships include a tuition waiver that covers a selected 
number of hours (typically ranging from 9-12 hours). Students should check with the department that is 
awarding the assistantship regarding the waiver amount and the process for receiving the tuition waiver. 

Career Advisor Scholarships 

The Career Advisor Scholarship funds provide scholarships for students preparing for professional positions in 
career counseling and human resources in schools and other organizations. The successful candidate possesses 
a strong commitment to the field, a capacity to provide leadership to the profession, an outstanding academic 
record, and high productivity standards. 

The seven established funds are the Alyce B. Bobkin Endowed Scholarship Fund, the Career Advisor 
Alumni Scholarship Fund, the Gary W. Peterson Endowed Scholarship Fund, the Herbert and Josie Rand 
Endowed Scholarship Fund, Joel Driver Fund, the Robert C. Reardon Scholarship Fund, and the Janet G. 
Lenz fund. Special award criteria exist for each fund. 

More information can be found at https://www.career.fsu.edu/alumni-family-community/career-advisor­
scholarships. A faculty committee selects award recipients. Application forms are available from the Career 
Advisor Scholarship Coordinator, Dr. Robert Reardon, rreardon@fsu.edu, 850-644-9777. 

ADVISEMENT AND REQUIREMENTS OF MS/EdS DEGREE STUDENTS 

General Expectations and Responsibilities of Students 

MS/Ed.S. students are expected to be familiar with current policies and regulations of the Department of 
Educational Psychology and Leaming Systems (EPLS) and of the College of Education's Office of Academic 
Services & Intern Support (OASIS), http://education.fsu.edu/student-resources/student-academic-services­
oasis, as they may apply to a particular program. 

Students are responsible for ensuring that all regulations involving deadlines and completion of specific 
requirements for each date are met. 

Although courses are available to prepare students for the comprehensive examination and future 
professional roles, it is understood that competencies for both the exam and such roles cannot be achieved 
solely through coursework. Independent study and reflection are also necessary, as is continued learning 
through engagement in professional associations and conferences. Furthermore, it is the students' 
responsibility to initiate, through the supervisory committee chair, all of the procedures, actions, and forms 
required of the supervisory committee. 

Academic Advisement 

Initially, students are advised by the program coordinator for their area who assists them in selecting a course 
schedule prior to the first semester of registration. This advisor assignment is used until a supervisory 
committee chair is selected and approved. The initial assignment is not binding for either the faculty member or 
the student. 




















































